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NETWORK for Pastoral, Spiritual and Religious Care in Health (Formerly the 
Healthcare Chaplaincy Faith and Belief Group) 
 
The key aim of the Network for Pastoral, Spiritual & Religious Care in Health 
(NPSRCH) is to promote and support religious, spiritual and pastoral care in the 
NHS in England. ‘Chaplaincy’ is the term generally used to cover this broad range of 
care. It works to facilitate a common understanding of and support for chaplaincy 
amongst faith and belief communities, chaplaincy bodies and other providers of 
religious, spiritual and pastoral care. They also work to help users of chaplaincy 
services to understand the nature of this care. The NETWORK provides a means of 
consultation between faith and belief groups about chaplaincy and work in co-
operation with healthcare and chaplaincy organisations, bodies and authorities 
providing this care, It supports faith and belief communities in developing their 
capacity to offer religious, spiritual and pastoral care through the education, training 
and authorisation of their chaplains and chaplaincy volunteers. They ensure that the 
various authorisation bodies are enabled to work together as closely as possible. 
The NETWORK provides advice to NHS England about chaplaincy, with the aim of 
enhancing holistic care and patient experience and provides a forum for advice and 
support to healthcare bodies and organisations within and outside the NHS. They 
promote the development and sharing of knowledge and good practice through 
chaplaincy research projects and conferences. 
 
During the past year there have been significant developments within the 
NETWORK. The Non-Religious Pastoral Care Network has become a full member. 
(Other full membership consists of representation from Bahá’í, Buddhist, Christian 
(Church of England, Roman Catholic, Free Churches), Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, 
and  Sikh communities). The AHPCC, College of Healthcare Chaplains and the UK 
Board of Healthcare Chaplaincy have observer status within the NETWORK. 
 
The name of the NETWORK has changed from Healthcare Faith and Belief Group 
(HCFBG) to the NETWORK for Pastoral, Spiritual and Religious Care in Health 
(NPSRCH). 
 
The NETWORK has agreed to merge with the Chaplaincy Leadership Forum. This 
merger is described as a vehicle for strategic planning for chaplaincy in England. It is 
considered that the merger would increase the credibility of the group and its work. 
The NETWORK is currently in a period of transition (ending in September 2017) 
whilst considering a new constitution/terms of reference. The AHPCC will become 
full members of the NETWORK with two council representatives.  
 
Projects and work streams supported by the NETWORK over the past year have 
included a Religious Literacy Project, Community Chaplaincy, Education 
programmes and training events.  
 
NHS funding for the group for 2017-19 has largely been secured (£240,000), a 
portion of which is likely to go towards completing the update of the chaplaincy 
guidelines. 
 

http://www.bahai.org.uk/
http://freechurches.org.uk/
http://www.jvisit.org.uk/

